LIFE AND WORKS OF VAZHAKUNNAM VASUDEVAN NAMBUDIRf

Here Kadaleegiri denotes the house name of thepoet namely
Vazhakunnam. The work "Hara Sankara' was written at TonnaIIur.
It was written on a Sivaratri day in the year 1938 or '39. It was
Venmani Nambudiripad who copied it when Vazhakunnam chanted
it - Vazhakunnam Sankaranarayanan, son of the poet has
mentioned.8

Bhagavatamenna teevandi....9 The song beginning with the line
Bhagavatamenna teevandi has been given the caption
Bhagavatateevandi. Under a unique imagination the poet meta-
phorically considers Bhagavata as a train. Corresponding to the-
twelve Skandhas the train has twelve compartments. The charac-
ters in the Skandhas are the passengers in the respective com-
partments. The train moves along the long shore of worldly life
and has as its destination Vaikundha, the abode of Lord Vishnu.
Anybody who gains a ticket from Guruvayurappa can get admit-
ted into the train. The first compartment is occupied by Suta,
Saunaka, Narada, Vyasa, Bhishma in the arrowful berth, Vidura,
Gandhari, Kunti, Pandavas etc. including Uttara and her new born
baby. Srisuka is driver of the train and Vyasa is the guard. The
train moves according to the guard's flag signal. At the next station
the second compartment is opened for the passengers like Brahma.
The train stops next at Kalindi, the third station from where

8. Sankaranarayanan, Bhaktasiromani (Life and Reminiscences),
op.cit., p. 187.

9. See VasudevanandinL op.cit, p.200-204.
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